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While historically a single dimension 
approach to child poverty, focusing on income, is 
used, there are recent recognitions among 
Vietnamese policy makers and researchers that a 
multi-dimensional approach, integrating essential 
children’s needs for education, health, nutrition, 
water, sanitation, shelter, information and income, 
provides better information on the various 
challenges that children are facing. Hence, 
multi-dimensional child poverty analysis is meant 
to assist the Vietnam government, international 

organizations, 
media and civil 
society 
organizations in 
their efforts to 
support and 
promote 
children’s rights 
in Vietnam.

In 2010, Vietnam had 26.1% of children 
classified in multidimensional poverty, accounting 
for 6 million. 8.4% of the Vietnamese children are 
children in both multidimensional poverty, and 
income poverty, equivalent to 1.9 million children. 
The 
percentage 
of children 
in severe 
multi- 
dimensional 
poverty 
(from 3 
dimensions 
or more) 
accounts for 8.1 %.

Children with high rate of 
multidimensional poverty are found in ethnic 
minorities (59.4% for ethnic minorities versus 
18.5% for ethnic majority), rural areas, large 
families, families with many children, household 
heads have low educational level and households 
with low income.  Moreover, children living in 
households with high living standards, or with a 
household heads with higher education level, the 
rate of multi-dimensional poverty remains at 
8%-9%. A gender difference has not been 
observed.
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Over the 
2006-2010 
period, child 
poverty 
annually 
decreased 
by 10.4% for 
multi- 
dimensional 
child 
poverty and 
by 1.8% for 
income 
poverty. 

Despite these considerable achievements, many 
Vietnamese children are still facing poor water 
supply and sanitation, lack of leisure conditions, 
early-age labor, disadvantageous health care, lack 
of social inclusion and protection.

Resources should be allocated to prioritize 
domains with the highest child poverty rates, such 
as clean water supply, sanitation and leisure 
conditions, and to regions that rank high on child 
poverty. Poverty reduction policies should pay 
more attention to ethnic minority children and 
areas with high general poverty rates.

Offering a more comprehensive approach 
to resource allocation decisions, the 
multidimensional approach should be 
mainstreamed into policy analysis and review 
mechanisms of relevant Government policies. This 
implies the commitment of relevant line ministries 
and institutions at national and subnational level. 
More specifically, the multidimensional approach 
requires the design of integrated tailor-made 
intervention packages for children, which combine 
services in for example health, education, nutrition 
and water supply, with social protection 
instruments such as cash transfers or child 
benefits.

Child poverty rate in 2010 by dimensions
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